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ensure that the mental health care needs of 
servicemembers and veterans are met. 

(b) COLLABORATION.—The National Center 
on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder shall col-
laborate with the Secretary of Defense— 

(1) to enhance the clinical skills of mili-
tary clinicians through training, treatment 
protocols, web-based interventions, and the 
development of evidence-based interven-
tions; and 

(2) to promote pre-deployment resilience 
and post-deployment readjustment among 
servicemembers serving in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 

(c) TRAINING.—The National Center on Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder shall work with 
the Secretary of Defense to ensure that clini-
cians in the Department of Defense are pro-
vided with the training and protocols devel-
oped pursuant to subsection (b)(1). 

SA 1867. Mrs. HUTCHISON (for Mr. 
SALAZAR) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 2528, an act making appro-
priations for Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 93, between lines 20 and 21, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 222. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall immediately submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs and Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on any Department of 
Veterans Affairs budget shortfall totaling 2 
percent or more of the Department’s total 
discretionary funding budget for a fiscal 
year. 

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, 
not later than 180 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs and Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a comprehensive plan to im-
prove long-term budget planning and actu-
arial forecasting at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

SA 1868. Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. SALA-
ZAR) (for himself and Mr. BINGAMAN)) 
proposed an amendment to the bill 
H.R. 2528, an act making appropria-
tions for Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 93, between lines 20 and 21, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 222. (a) In conducting advanced plan-
ning activities under this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall reevaluate Veterans 
Health Administration Handbook 1006.1 and 
other guidance and procedures related to 
planning, activating, staffing, and maintain-
ing community-based outpatient clinics. 

(b) In conducting such planning, the Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) revise as appropriate existing policies 
to make them less disadvantageous to rural 
veterans; and 

(2) reexamine criteria used in planning, ac-
tivating, staffing, and maintaining such clin-
ics, including geographic access, number of 
Priority 1–6 veterans, market penetration, 
cost effectiveness, and distance to parent fa-
cilities, to determine whether such criteria 
are weighted in a manner that negatively af-
fects rural veterans. 

SA 1869. Mr. THOMAS (for himself 
and Mr. ENZI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2528, an act making ap-
propriations for Military Construction 

and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 72, between lines 13 and 14, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 130. (a) The amount appropriated by 
this title under the heading ‘‘MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION, AIR FORCE’’ is hereby increased 
by $10,000,000, with the amount of such in-
crease to be made available to carry out a 
storm water drainage system project at F.E. 
Warren Air Force Base, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

(b) The amount appropriated by this title 
under the heading ‘‘MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, 
ARMY’’ is hereby decreased by $10,000,000, and 
not more than $30,000,000 of the total amount 
appropriated under such heading may be 
made available for the barracks complex in 
Grafenwoehr, Germany. 

SA 1870. Mr. FRIST (for Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 2528, an act making appro-
priations for Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 55, line 4, strike ‘‘$191,393,000’’ and 
insert ‘‘$179,343,000’’. 

On page 55, line 10, following ‘‘therefor’’, 
strike ‘‘.’’ and insert ‘‘: Provided further, 
That of the amount provided for Military 
Construction, Army, $8,900,000 shall be avail-
able for Phase 1a of a Permanent Party Bar-
racks at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and 
$3,150,000 shall be available for an Airfield 
Fire Station at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.’’ 

SA 1871. Mr. FRIST (for Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 2528, an act making appro-
priations for Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2006, and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 56, line 11, strike ‘‘$103,347,000’’ and 
insert ‘‘83,626,000’’. 

On page 56, line 17, following ‘‘therefor’’, 
strike ‘‘.’’ and insert ‘‘: Provided further, 
That of the amount provided for Military 
Construction, Air Force, $5,721,000 shall be 
available for a B–2 Conventional Munitions 
Storage Facility at Whiteman Air Force 
Base, Missouri, and $14,000,000 for Phase 1 of 
Force Protection Enhancement at Vance Air 
Force Base, Oklahoma.’’ 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, October 6, 2005 at 10 a.m. in room 
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to 
evaluate and receive a status report on 
the Environmental Management pro-
grams of the Department of Energy. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send two 

copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150. 

For further information, please con-
tact Clint Williamson 202–224–7556 or 
Steve Waskiewicz at 202–228–6195. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 22, 2005, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing on ‘‘Examining the Fi-
nancial Services Industry’s Respon-
sibilities and Role in Preventing Iden-
tity Theft and Protecting Sensitive Fi-
nancial Information.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
on Thursday, September 22, 2005, at 10 
a.m., on Communications in a Disaster, 
in SD–562. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, September 22, 2005, at 2:30 p.m., to 
conduct a hearing on the following 
pending nominations: 

Environmental Protection Agency, 
George M. Gray, of Massachusetts, to 
be an assistant administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Ed-
ward McGaffigan, Jr., of Virginia, to be 
a member of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission for the term of 5 years ex-
piring June 30, 2010. 

Department of the Interior, H. Dale 
Hall, of New Mexico, to be director of 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Environmental Protection Agency, 
Lyons Gray, of North Carolina, to be 
chief financial officer, Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Department of Commerce, Santanu 
K. Baruah, of Oregon, to be assistant 
secretary of Commerce for Economic 
Development. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
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